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WHY AUSTRALIA
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4th largest economy in Asian region and 

12th largest in the world

26th year of consecutive annual 

economic growth

GDP of more than US$1.5 trillion

(two per cent of global GDP)

AAA rating by all three credit 

rating agencies

A strategic base for exporting services and 

technologies to high-growth Asian markets

A growing population of currently 23.7 million
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WHY AUSTRALIA
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LOCATION: ASIAN DEMAND DRIVING TRADE GROWTH
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HIGHEST GROWTH AMONG ADVANCED ECONOMIES
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FIFTH IN THE WORLD FOR ECONOMIC FREEDOM
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INNOVATION
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LEADING ECONOMY FOR R&D EXPENDITURE
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AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRY A SOURCE OF R&D EXPENDITURE
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TOP RANKING ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS
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PRIORITY

SECTORS OF 

OPPORTUNITY
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Resources and Energy
Agricultural Science, 
Food Technology and 

Processing

Tourism Infrastructure
Major Economic 

Infrastructure 

Advanced Manufacturing, Services and 
Technology:

• Material Science

• Medical Science and Technology

• Digital Economy
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Demand drivers for 
infrastructure in 

Australia
There are significant 

pressures on Australian 
infrastructure

DRIVERS FOR INFRASTRUCTURE

Population growth
• Urbanisation

• Congestion

• Ageing Population

Freight growth
• Strong economic growth

• Open trade policies

• Open foreign investment

• High terms of trade

Unique 
characteristics
• Vast land distances

• An island country
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SIGNIFICANT PROJECT PIPELINE

Investment Opportunities in Australian Rail  Infrastructure

Infrastructure Australia’s 15 year plan for 

future infrastructure projects and Australian 

Government released its response on 

24 November 2016, supporting 69 of the 78 

recommendations made in the 15 year plan.

Infrastructure development plays a leading 

role in building the country’s infrastructure, 

including road and rail networks.

Australian Government has committed over 

A$50 billion for current and future 

infrastructure investments for 2013-14 to 

2019-20 onwards.
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GROWING PIPELINE OF PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION
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Source: March 2017, Deloitte Access Economics, press reports, company data, Credit Suisse estimates
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AUSTRALIA’S RAIL PIPELINE
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AUSTRALIA’S INFRASTRUCTURE PIPELINE
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OPPORTUNITIES IN RAIL TECHNOLOGY
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• Advanced design

• Low cost manufacturing systems

• High performance materials for heavy haul

• Advanced manufacturing and lightweight materials

• Simulation for materials and manufacturing

Materials and 
Manufacturing

• Automated health monitoring for infrastructure

• Low cost manufacturing systems

• Advanced asset management systems

• Safety threat detection, intervention

• Advanced data analysis and information systems

• Advanced operations management systems

Monitoring and 
Management

• Energy regeneration

• Advanced braking systems

• Energy use management tolos

• Electric motors and systems

• Emissions reduction technologies

• Gaseous fuels

Power and 
Propulsion
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OPPORTUNITIES IN INTELLIGENT TRANSPORT SYSTEMS (ITS) 
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Gestión del control de vagones

Gestión de activos ferroviarios

Mejoras en las redes de transporte

Sistemas smart de billetaje

Sistemas digitales de señalización

Sistemas de conectividad  (Big Data)

Información para pasajeros / CCTV

Examples:
Transport for NSW: $400m Smart 

Motorways project

Melbourne University: National 

Connected Multimodal Transport (NCMT) 

Test Bed

QLD Transport and Main Roads: 

Cooperative and Automated Vehicle 

Initiative

www.its-australia.com.au
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AUSTRALASIAN RAILWAY ASSOCIATION (ARA)

PASSENGER

FREIGHT

SUPPLIERS & 
MANUFACTURERS

CONTRACTORS

Investment Opportunities in Australian Rail  Infrastructure

The Australasian Railway

Association (ARA) represents all

sectors of the rail industry in Australia:

 rail organisations, including private and 

public, 

 passenger and freight operators, 

 track owners and managers,

 manufacturers of rolling stock, 

 construction companies and

 all other organisations supplying and

contributing to the Australasian rail

sector.

www.ara.net.au

ARA CORE MEMBER GROUPS
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RAIL MANUFACTURING COOPERATIVE RESEARCH CENTRE (RMCRC)

• The Rail Manufacturing Cooperative Research 

Centre (CRC) supports the rail sector by developing 

new technologies and knowledge to enhance 

Australia’s rail manufacturing capacity and 

competitiveness.

• RMCR members:

› innovative rail manufacturing multinationals, 

› innovative SMEs and 

› key research providers.
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www.rmcrc.com.au

Materials and 
Manufacturing

Monitoring and 
Management

Power and 
Propulsion
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AUSTRALASIAN CENTRE FOR RAIL INNOVATION

Collaboration with Western Europe will assist
in accelerating innovative in the Australasian
Rail sector.

ACRI collaborates with:

• Research organizations both government
and private; and

• Manufacturers of rail technology

HEAVY HAUL 
RESEARCH 
PROGRAM

LEVEL 
CROSSING 
RESEARCH 
PROGRAM

PASSENGER/FR
EIGHT 

RESEARCH 
PROGRAM

OTHER 
RESEARCH

JOINTLY 
FUNDED 

RESEARCH 
PROJECTS

www.acri.net.au

The Australasian Centre for Rail Innovation (ACRI) is an independent, not for profit
organisation formed to undertake research, strategic analysis and economic analysis
for the Australasian & New Zealand rail industry and broader transport sector.
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TOP 5 RAIL INNOVATION IN AUSTRALIA OVER THE LAST DECADE 
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• development of low-carbon steel alloy more resistant to stress 
and fatigue

Low maintenance wheel steels

• tracking and management of energy output

Energy-saving driver advisory systems

• monitors areas in need of track repair

Rail noise and wear assessment system

• aging rolling stock for heavy haul requires new braking 
systems

Electronically-controlled pneumatic brakes

• to detect potential derailments

Train Health Advisory Team (THAS)
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INFRASTRUCTURE SPANISH COMPANIES IN AUSTRALIA
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HOW WE HELP INVESTORS AND AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS
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The Australian Trade and 

Investment Commission 

(Austrade), in cooperation 

with state and territory 

governments, provides free 

and confidential assistance

National coordination of Australian 

government investment services

Information on the Australian business and 

regulatory environment

Market intelligence and investment opportunities

Identification of suitable investment locations and 

partners in Australia

Advice on Australian government programs and 

approval processes
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INFRASTRUCTURE LINKS:

• Austrade website, Infrastructure 

opportunities:

› https://www.austrade.gov.au/International/Inve

st/Opportunities/Major-infrastructure

• Infrastructure Australia: 

› http://www.infrastructure.org.au/

• Infrastructure Partnerships Australia:

› http://www.infrastructurepipeline.org.au/

• Intelligent Transport Systems Australia

› www.its-australia.com.au

• Australasian Railway Association:

› www.ara.net.au
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• Rail Manufacturing Cooperative Research 

Centre (CRC)

› www.rmcrc.com.au

• The Australasian Centre for Rail Innovation 

(ACRI):

› www.acri.net.au

• Advanced Manufacturing Growth Centre –

AMGC

› https://www.amgc.org.au/

• Innovation Australia:

› http://www.innovation.gov.au/
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CONTACT

For any further questions, please contact:

Australian Trade and Investment Commission

Elena Laburu

Investment Manager – Infrastructure and Energy

Email: Elena.Laburu@Austrade.gov.au

Auriol Seaton

Investment Manager – AMST

Email: Auriol.Seaton@Austrade.gov.au
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