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Mr. John McDuling, Editor in chief, Capital Brief 

John McDuling is the Editor-in-Chief of Capital Brief, a 
premium political and policy publication dedicated to 
delivering sharp, independent reporting on Australian 
politics, economics, and governance. With a career 
spanning over a decade in financial and political journalism, 
John is known for his clear-eyed analysis and ability to 
unpack complex policy debates for a broad audience. 

Before launching Capital Brief, John was a senior reporter 
and columnist at the Sydney Morning Herald and The Age, where he covered politics, 
media, and corporate affairs. He also previously served as a New York-based business 
journalist for Quartz, reporting on global finance and technology. 

John’s editorial leadership is grounded in his deep understanding of political economy, 
his strong editorial voice, and his commitment to public interest journalism. At Capital 
Brief, he leads a team of experienced journalists focused on breaking news, original 
investigations, and insightful commentary on Canberra and beyond. 

He is frequently cited in national discussions on media, policy, and governance, and 
continues to shape the conversation through rigorous reporting and thought leadership. 

Mr. Matthew Knott, Foreign Affairs and National Security Correspondent, The Sydney 
Morning Herald's 

Matthew Knott is the Foreign Affairs and National Security 
Correspondent for The Sydney Morning Herald and The Age, 
two of Australia’s most respected news outlets. Based in 
Canberra, Matthew is widely recognized for his authoritative 
reporting on Australian foreign policy, defense strategy, 
intelligence matters, and the country’s role in a shifting global 
order. 

Over the past decade, Matthew has built a reputation as one of Australia’s leading 
political journalists. He has held key roles in the Canberra Press Gallery and was 
previously the SMH’s Washington Correspondent, covering the Trump administration, 
U.S. foreign policy, and the Australia–U.S. alliance. His reporting from the United States 
earned praise for its clarity, nuance, and deep contextual analysis. 



In his current role, Matthew covers the major geopolitical challenges facing Australia, 
including its relationships with the United States, China, the Indo-Pacific region, and key 
multilateral institutions. He frequently breaks exclusive stories and provides thoughtful 
commentary on defense procurement, cybersecurity, diplomacy, and national security 
policy. 

Matthew is a sought-after speaker and commentator on international affairs, bringing 
both journalistic rigor and a clear understanding of the strategic imperatives shaping 
Australia’s future. 

Mrs. Latika M. Bourke, Writer-at-Large, The Nightly 

Latika M. Bourke is Writer-at-Large for The Nightly, where 
she provides in-depth reporting and analysis on global 
affairs, politics, and society. Based in London, Latika covers 
major international developments with a particular focus on 
the United Kingdom and Europe, examining how shifts 
abroad intersect with Australia’s strategic, political, and 
cultural landscape. 

An award-winning journalist, Latika has extensive 
experience across broadcast and print media. She began her career with the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation and later served as a political correspondent for The Sydney 
Morning Herald and The Age, before relocating to London to cover European politics, 
Brexit, and Australia–UK relations. Her reporting has been widely recognized for its 
clarity, balance, and ability to place breaking news within broader historical and 
geopolitical contexts. 

In her current role, Latika writes deeply reported features and commentary that explore 
the forces reshaping international politics, security, and democratic institutions. She is 
known for blending strong on-the-ground reporting with thoughtful, long-form 
storytelling. 

Latika is also a regular commentator on global and Australian politics, frequently 
appearing across television, radio, and public forums. She is valued for her ability to 
connect international trends with their implications for Australia’s future. 




